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1. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the 
extent necessary to determine the presence of all possible minor 
errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

2. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

In claim 33 lines 4- 5, " the multi-point connect controlling 
apparatus according to claim 32 " is not clear since it is not 
known what the disposed between the mult i -point connect 
controlling apparatus according to claim 32 and the information 
processing terminal" applicant referring to. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. 
In considering patentability of the claims under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions 
covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to 
point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that 
was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 
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order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U. S . C / 103 (a) . 



4, The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 



Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Jurkevich et al . (5,164,93 8) in view of 



Fujiwara et al . ( 4,663,709). 



For claims 22-24, Jurkevich et al . disclose bandwidth seizing 
in integrated services networks comprising: 

means for erasing at least one of the plurality of 
communication channels ( see channels n figure 5) out of the 
management tables ( see box update T-slot profile table in 
figure 17) and for releasing resources related to the 
communication channel in the communication network in accordance 
with traffic intensity in the communication network (see column 



5 lines 56-61) 
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For claims 22-24, Jurkevich at al . disclose all the subject 
matter of the claimed invention with the exception of a 
resumption request call setup for a call which has been 
disconnected in a communications network. Fujiwara et al . from 
the same or similar fields of endeavor teaches a provision of 
the resumption request flag indicating that the interrupted 
process can be resumed whenever the register data associated 
with the virtual CPU is recovered (see column 7 lines 20-25) . 
Thus, it would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to use a resumption 
request call setup for a call which has been disconnected as 
taught by Fujiwara et al . in the communications network of 
Jurkevich et al . 

The resumption request call setup for a call which has 
been disconnected in a communications network can be 
implemented/modified into the network of Jurkevich et al since 
it does teach reconnected route. The motivation for using the 
resumption request call setup for a call which has been 
disconnected in a communications network as taught by Fujiwara 
et al . in the communications network of Jurkevich et al being 
that it provides much higher utilizations while maintaining the 
guaranteed QoS and provides the system more reliable since it 
teach the resumption request. 
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5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate 
paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Punj et al . (5,150,358). 

For claim 25, Punj et al . disclose a system comprising an 
interface circuit for transmitting information composed of a 
plurality of the packets by using a mixed bit rate transmission 
service mixing up constant bit rate part ( see CBR in column 3 
line 5) and variable bit rate part ( see VBR in column 3 line 
5) between end-user terminals and the interface circuit; and 
controlling means for controlling the interface circuit (see 
details of controller in box 124 in figure 1) . 



6. This application currently names joint inventors. In 
considering patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), 
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the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered 
therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to 
point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that 
was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 
order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 



7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 26,28, and 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

as being unpatentable over Punj et al . in view of Hemmady et al . 

(4, 872, 157) . 

For claims 26,28, and 30-33 , Pun j et al . disclose all the 
subject matter of the claimed invention with the exception of 
means for performing flow control such that end-user terminals 



Application/Control Number: 09/722.732 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2666 

request desired actual transmission speeds of information to be 
transmitted to the network through the user interfaces and the 
broadband communication nodes, with flow control periodically 
performed by the network responding to the end-user terminals 
about permissible actual transmission speeds in accordance with 
the desired actual transmission speeds. Hemmady et al . from the 
same or similar fields of endeavor teaches a provision of 
permissible actual transmission speeds in accordance with the 
desired actual transmission speeds (see column 6 lines 14-19) 
and the flow control periodically are well-known in the art. 
Thus, it would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to use means for 
performing flow control such that end-user terminals request 
desired actual transmission speeds of information to be 
transmitted to the network through the user interfaces and the 
broadband communication nodes as taught by Hemmady et al . and 
the well-known performing the periodically flow controlling the 
communications network of Punj et al . 

The means for performing flow control such that end-user 
terminals request desired actual transmission speeds of 
information to be transmitted to the network through the user 
interfaces and the broadband communication nodes can be 
implemented/modified into the network of Punj by using the 
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controller box 124 to perform above function. The motivation for 
using means for performing flow control such that end-user 
terminals request desired actual transmission speeds of 
information to be transmitted to the network through the user 
interfaces and the broadband communication nodes as taught by 
Hemmady et al . in the communications network of Punj et al . 
being that it prevents overflow. 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 27 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Punj et al . in view of Adelman et al . 
(4,703,477) . 

For claims 27 and 29 , Pun j et al . disclose all the subject 
matter of the claimed invention with the exception of 
transmitting packets on a same virtual channel or on a same 
virtual path onto the broadband communication network with 
random transmission timings or with random packet transmission 
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interval. Adelman et al , from the same or similar fields of 
endeavor teaches a provision of the transmitted packets received 
at access interface receiver at arbitrary intervals with random 
transmission delays as indicated by the packet receive time (see 
column 30 lines 25-28) . Thus, it would have been obvious to the 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to use means for transmitting packets on a same virtual channel 
or on a same virtual path onto the broadband communication 
network with random transmission timings or with random packet 
transmission interval as taught by Adelman et al . in the 
communications network of Punj et al . 

The means for transmitting packets on a same virtual channel 
or on a same virtual path onto the broadband communication 
network with random transmission timings or with random packet 
transmission interval can be implemented/modified into the 
network of Punj by using the controller box 124 to perform above 
function. The motivation for using means for transmitting 
packets on a same virtual channel or on a same virtual path onto 
the broadband communication network with random transmission 
timings or with random packet transmission interval as taught by 
Adelman et al . in the communications network of Punj et al . 
being that it prevents overflow. 
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9. Claim 21 is allowed. 

For claim 21, the prior art fails to teach means for performing 
at least one of discarding and delaying the same number of 
packets as equals to the subtraction between a desired actual 
transmission speed requested by the end-user terminal in every 
predetermined periodic flow control cycle and a permissible 
actual transmission speed permitted against the desired actual 
transmission speed in the order of lower priority in the event 
that the desired actual transmission speed does not accord with 
the permissible actual transmission speed when the end-user 
terminal transmits information composed of a plurality of the 
packets coded by a hierarchical coding system by using a mixed 
bit rate transmission service mixing up a constant bit rate part 
and a variable bit rate part. 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Dail et al . (5,570,355), Kobayashi et al . ( 6,219,349 and 
5,825,766) are all cited to show systems which are considered 
pertinent to the claimed invention. 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to DANG T 
TON whose telephone number is 571-272-3171. The examiner can 



Application/Control Number: 09/722,732 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2666 

normally be reached on MON-WED, 5:30 AM-6:00 PM and Thur 5:30- 
9:30 A.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, RAO SEEMA can be 
reached on 571-272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306 . 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 




